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Investigetoion of z2n Accrvent ITmwvolvins Aircroflt
During a Forry Flagul

Pilot Ira lforgen Gillespic ites fatally injur-d in an accident ihict
oceurred aprroxamately 3 rlcs northwest of the lMunicipal lirport, DBarrunghan,
Alabema, about 1:35 p.m. on Qctober 18, 1943. Gillesple held a commercral
pilol cortilicate vith single—engine land, 0-80 h.p., and flaght nstructor
ratings. He had flovm approxametely 46C solo hours, sround 100 of srhach worc
in the type arrplance involved. The carcraft, a Paper J3C-65, NC 38741, omed
by the Detense Plapmt Cerpeoratior ond boing oburated br the Scuthcrn Lirweyce
Seles Company, 17es denolished by 1mract and fire,

f1llespie took off from the Brrmnghar lhnicipal Airport &b epprori-
melely 1:30 poim. for the purpose of ferrying th: -~i1rplenc to RebePfzs Tield,
Birmingham, whers 211t wes Lo be usce for instruction oparroses. A fewr mnutes
later soveral Southern Railroad cmplovecs, who viere working nuer o trostle
about 300 fect from vher:s the occident occurred, obsurv.d 1o firplancs, onc
about 400 fuct behind cna slaghtly lower then the ovhe r, Ilying Zow over and
perall=1l to the reilroad trocks. The lead plone wos scen to pull up and
cloer 2 power linc eboac 75 fect avove the rollrosd trocks but the pilot of
the s-cond plene apperontly saw the wires too 2el., As he pulled up into a
climbing turn, his left vang struck the power line end the plene crashed
through troes to the ground. It cane to rest in en upraight nosition wnd
turst into flamecs.

Minesses wer zgroed thet tno enzne was operoting nornelly when the
plane strucx the ~ires. Tre poles supporting Tthe 1nres are loc:ted on radges
on exther side of tne narrow valley 1n wastch the railrocd tracks ere iceated
and the wires sogged To sucn #n extent Lhat they were lowir at tac centur than
thase riug.s. The ascine of the aceiacnt is not on o dir ot course trom the
Minicipal Aarport to Heberts T'icld, as thet firld 1s 1n & scuthorly dircction
frem the Municapzl Aarport. It coula not be determired -ho ves the palot of
the lead planc. The pirlots of the several plancs kxnovm to nave peen in the
air at ths time denied hevong boen in the vieinity of vhere the accidoent
occurred.
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The pronable c. ase of this acciaunt was the pilot's 1
oncerously low altitude.
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